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SELUSITY NTONMATION
20 March 1953
MEMORANDUM FOR: DEPUTY DIRECTOR (INTELLIGENCE) v

SUBJECT: Status of IAC Estimate of Boviet Reaction to NSC 143

1. This memorandum is in amplification of the discussion held by
25X1A9a —ef my staff with members of the Office of
Bationsl Estimates on 17 March 1953 with regard to the sbove sub ject.

2, The following are replies to the questions which you have ralsed:

g;entien

8. Does the Committee desire an estimate only as to "official”
Beviet reaction; i.e., of the regimes in control of the Iron Curtain
countries or does it also wani the reaction of Communist parties in
Westeyn Europe.

Repiy

The Committee is concerned with all Coumunist reactlon that
would furnish clues as to the type, scope and intemsity of probable
sction that the Communists and/er the Soviets might take in frustrating
the plan outlined in MSC 1k3.

Juestion

b. Does the Committee wisk to ascertain the resction of individusals
behind the Yron Curtain who would be potentisl escapees?

Reply
¥o.
question
Z,
% ¢. Does the Committee want the estimate to include possible
- Soviet reactions and propsganda exploitation in the event the VIC
o & program wveye to prove a "flop"?
[
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Question

4. 'The pumber of enrollees in the VFC in the initial pheses
of organizations?

Reply

A YPC of sbout 32,000 enrollees is envisaged at the present time.

Suestion

e, Whet nationalities to be included and wbether to be formed into
national units?

Reply

although the nationalities to be included are not yet declded,
1t is fairly certein that all nationalities in the category of satellites
aye to be included with the possible exception of East Germeny. The
anits to be esteblished would be formed into national battellons.

Qiestion
€. What would be the mature of the propagends for lsunching the YIC?

Reply

This program is not yet completely decided upon by the PSB but,
in genersl, it will follow intensified current themes pius en improved
inducement program, probedly promising U.8. citizenship at the end of
& specified term of enlistment.

Question

g. Proposed nature of the employment of the units of the VIC, in
perticular as to vhether they would be *earmarked” to go into the
eountries of their nationsl origin end/or be used anywhere cutside
their own countries?

Beply
Beceuge the VFC units will be organized of nationals from
behind the Iron Curtain, it is unlikely that these organizations
would go into countries of their national origin unless a global war
were to ensue. Probsble employment will be in Burope with leter

gonsideration to be given to movement to Korea, depending upon the
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3, I bope that these replies will sssist you in srriving at the
uecesgary assumptions that must be made on your part. It is intended that
this information will be used as guide-lines rather than as specifric
assumptions spelled out to the point where the value of the estimate might
be yreduced. In genersl, what is sought is the estimate of the intelligence
community of the Communist and/or Soviet reaction to the proposition outlined
in WAC 143, particularly as to whether tbey will step up the pace of the
eold war in the face of what might be considered by them as provocative.

4, I hope that it is possible for you to produce this estimate within
the next week, I am sure thet you sppreciste that the Committee cannot
go ahead with its drafts for action on a firm basis unless we are informed
28 $0 vhether or not there will be serious Communist and/or Soviet reaction
st this very critical stage in our relstions with the Soviet Union.

25X1A%9a

Brigsdier General,
¢%s Representative
E8C 183 Ad Hoc Committee
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